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from Kabul and Kandaljar, with Bombay and Kurraehee ;
and in tlie annual concourse of pilgrims to the holy cities of
the Hejaz the Indians are by far the most numerous. All
these circumstances give a constantly expanding importance to
any question touching Islam in India, increase its intricacy,
and prove the need of surveying the whole situation before
attempting to describe it. Every now and then some skilful
writer startles us by a vigorous picture of one side of this
question, by grouping many striking facts, and by piling up
into a heap all the errors and oversights which are inevit-
ably scattered along the difficult path we have trod* But I
believe that, to other nations who act as bystanders, the real
wonder is that the blunders are not more, and that unpleasant
premonitory symptoms of trouble or ill ,feeling are .on the
whole so slight.                                                          " :

I have attempted to sketch, though much too rapidly and
imperfectly, the principal causes and conditions which have
originated and still keep up among the Mahomedans a certain
irksome dissatisfaction with our Government, and which must
long postpone a complete reconciliation between us and that
high-spirited but somewhat uncompromising community^
because whatever is substantial in their complaints is, for
the most part, either inseparable from the situation, or else
the remedy lies with themselves. In so far as these grievances
are part and parcel of the actual situation, we must depend
on time and reason to alia}" them, and we must endeavour
to convince the Mahomedans that they are fairly compensated
for the loss of past advantages by the benefits which certainly
accrue to them from living under the most just and the most
enlightened government that has ever been tried an their
country, In so far as they can point to wrongs which have
been accidental, and the consequence of mistakes which all
foreign rulers must commit more or less, we are doing our
best to apply a remedy, and we see that the Makomedans do
not lack fervent advocates among the best of our own English
officers. But we must work upon our own broad notions of
essential justice and expediency; we* cannot continually twist
and modify them so as to fit in with the curves and angles